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Context 

The ADE is the UK’s leading decentralised energy advocate, focussed on creating a more cost 

effective, efficient and user-led energy system. The Association has more than 160 members 

active across a range of technologies; they include both the providers and the users of energy 

equipment and services. Our members have particular expertise in heat networks, combined heat 

and power, demand side energy services including demand response and storage, heat pumps 

and energy efficiency.  

The ADE will only be responding to questions where it reflects its expertise. We have not 

endeavoured to assess the usefulness or correctness of the individual SOMs documents.  

 

Do you feel that the publication of template heat contracts will be of benefit to project 

developers and potential funders? AND Do you feel that these template heat contracts 

provide a useful basis from which to build project-tailored documentation? 

Broadly, the Association welcomes the introduction of standardisation to the heat networks 

market. Standardisation is helpful for reducing costs in industry, and thus reducing costs passed 

on to consumers. It also helps to standardise skills processes; standardisation of documentation 

will help to allow for greater cross-fertilisation in the heat networks sector and the broader heat 

decarbonisation sector, by reducing the number of learning processes.  

Nevertheless, standardisation should not hamper innovation, nor the heterogeneity of business 

models that deliver success for industry. The aim of this documentation to provide a standardised 

basis that can be tailored to be project-specific is thus welcomed.  

As such, the Association welcomes the publication of these SOMs documents. In particular, they 

will be helpful for small and medium size enterprises, public sector organisations and new 

entrants to the market, by providing a basis for contracting, and reducing the amount of primary 

research needed, and hopefully the amount of time spent.  

 

How would you like to see these template contracts evolve? 

These contracts have been developed in consultation with industry, and it would make sense for 

the evolution of these contracts to continue in consultation with industry. Keeping the evolution 

process open, in a learning-by-doing approach, will help to shape and nuance these contracts 

further, learning from use in-situ.  
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The ADE looks forward to continuing to engage with Lux Nova in the development of these SOMs 

documents, and would welcome industry feedback on how they have been used.  

 

For further information please contact: 

Charlotte Owen 

Policy Officer  

Association for Decentralised Energy 

 

Tel: +44 (0) 20 3031 8740 

 

charlotte.owen@theade.co.uk  
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