
Join us on 20 November for a practical 
conference combining know-how, innovation 
and insight to support developers, suppliers, 
industrial and commercial customers, funders 
and consultants to understand what lies ahead 
for industrial and business heat.

The Association for Decentralised Energy is 
once again teaming up with Pinsent Masons to 
bring you what the future holds for industrial 
and  commercial energy. 

This is the leading industry event to network, 
and learn about the latest best practice 
for commercial and industrial customers, 
including combined heat and power solutions. 
The event will appeal to stakeholders from 
local  authorities, government, academics, 
consultants and industry. 

Under pressure? Heat investments amidst 
policy uncertainty
Pinsent Masons LLP, 30 Crown Place, London EC2A 4ES
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Conference Details:

Date: Wednesday 20th November 2019

Time: Registration from 1.30pm 

Conference from 2.00pm -5.00pm with a networking 
reception to follow

Venue: Pinsent Masons LLP, 30 Crown Place, London 
EC2A 4ES

http://twitter.com/theADEuk


Agenda

1:30-2:00pm    Registration
2:00-2:15pm   Welcome from Pinsent Masons and Opening Keynote
         Georgie Messent, Partner, Head of Environment, Pinsent Masons - Managing the Energy  
         Transition to Net-Zero Carbon by 2050

2:15-3:20pm Visions for the future: What’s in store for industrial and commercial heat?
Chair: Georgie Messent, Pinsent Masons

         Alex Kazaglis, Principal, Vivid Economics - What are the implications of net zero for  
         heat?
         Emma Ashcroft, Senior Manager, Carbon Trust - What is needed from UK policy to set  
         out the path to heat decarbonisation?

Gareth Fenney, Head of Heat Decarbonisation Strategy, Scottish Government - What is  
         the future of heat decarbonisation policy in Scotland?

3:20-3:45pm Refreshments and networking break

3:45-4:50pm Forging a path forward with or without policy: Innovation and its implications  
                          for business
Chair: Charlotte Owen, Policy Officer, the Association for Decentralised Energy

         Dr Thom Koller, Gas Policy Manager, Energy Networks Association - Pathways for gas  
         grid decarbonisation and what they mean for business investment decisions             
         Mark Hewitt, CEO, ICAX - The future of decarbonised heating and cooling for the            
         commercial sector  
          Chris Davis, UK Sales Manager, Hysopt - Taking the guesswork out of heat      
         decarbonisation - the role for HVAC performance modelling and simulation
         Sandra Šlihte, Lead Engineer, Vattenfall Heat UK - The future of decarbonised heat  
         networks for the commercial sector

4:50-5:00pm      Moving to a user-led system and summing up 
         Caroline Bragg, Head of Policy, The Association for Decentralised Energy
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Georgie Messent, Partner, Head of Environment, Pinsent Masons 
Georgie is the Head of Environment at Pinsent Masons and is a partner and solicitor 
advocate. Her practice includes advising clients on environmental regulatory and 
compliance issues, litigation and risk management on environmental transactions 
and projects.  Georgie has been advising clients on carbon law and energy efficiency 
issues for nearly 20 years. She has negotiated carbon trading documentation for EU 
allowances, project credits and voluntary emissions reductions and set up a company’s 
intra-group carbon trading scheme.  Georgie is described in the legal directories as 
being ‘able to convert the intricacies of environmental law into practical advice’ and 
‘she is straightforward and gives clear answers, even when she knows you’re not going 
to like it. Georgie is co-author of a Sweet & Maxwell’s first edition text entitled Property 
Transactions: Planning and Environment and wrote a chapter on the Environmental 
Implications of Decommissioning of Offshore Oil and Gas Installations in the International 
Comparative Legal Guide entitled Oil and Gas Regulation

Alex Kazaglis, Principal, Vivid Economics
Alex leads the energy and industry practice, and is a trusted advisor on the economics 
and regulatory aspects of energy markets, internationally. His clients include multi 
national companies, international organisations, NGOs and government agencies. Prior 
to working at Vivid Economics, Alex was Head of Power Sector at the Government’s 
Committee on Climate Change, where he worked on the world-leading electricity 
market reforms, as well as advising on the UK’s low-carbon public financing strategy and 
the competitiveness impacts of climate policy. He was also Director at the Australian 
Government’s Climate Change Authority during its first major review of Australia’s 
emissions reduction targets. He has worked in consultancy roles covering water 
policy and urban infrastructure in Australia, and in the delivery of water and sanitation 
programmes in India.

Emma Ashcroft, Senior Manager - Cities & Regions, Carbon Trust
Emma leads the Carbon Trust’s support to the Leeds City Region Enterprise Partnership 
on a wide range of energy projects and our participation in the global district energy in 
cities initiative, convened by UN Environment. She is qualified as a CIBSE Heat Network 
Consultant, ISO 50001 lead auditor and a Certified Measurement and Verification 
Professional. Prior to joining the Carbon Trust, Emma worked as Public Sector Manager 
for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority of New Zealand and as Project 
Manager for a residential energy efficiency charity, Energy Projects Plus. She holds a first 
class Master’s degree in Biological Sciences from the University of Liverpool, specialising 
in climate science. 

Gareth Fenney, Head of Heat Decarbonisation Strategy, Scottish Government
Gareth Fenney is Head of Heat Decarbonisation Strategy for the Scottish Government, 
with responsibility for the long-term transformation and decarbonisation of the heat 
supply to buildings in Scotland, as well as the regulation of Heat Networks.  Previously, 
Gareth was Head of Strategy for Energy Efficient Scotland, the Scottish Government’s 20 
year programme to improve the energy efficiency of Scotland’s homes and buildings. 

Charlotte Owen, Policy Officer, the Association for Decentralised Energy
As the ADE’s lead on heat policy, Charlotte works with government and industry to 
identify policy solutions for local and national heat decarbonisation. At the moment, 
Charlotte is drafting a framework for heat decarbonisation and energy efficiency, looking 
at interactions with planning policy and local authority powers. She also leads on the 
Association’s engagement on energy policy in Scotland. Charlotte primarily focuses 
on heat networks policy, and has worked with government and industry to shape the 
forthcoming regulatory frameworks for heat networks in Westminster and Scotland. 
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Dr Thom Koller, Gas Policy Manager, Energy Networks Association
Thom is Gas Policy Manager at the Energy Networks Association representing 
the ‘wires and pipes’ transmission and distribution network operators for gas and 
electricity in the UK and Ireland. He leads ENA’s Gas Decarbonisation Pathways 
Project, a major industry initiative to build on the work that the networks have been 
undertaking to build a low cost, low carbon network and develop new technologies 
that make the most of biogas, bioSNG, hydrogen and smart hybrid heating systems. 
Thom previously worked on green gas and energy policy for ADBA. His PhD from the 
University of Birmingham focuses on international law.

Mark Hewitt, CEO, ICAX
Mark Hewitt trained as an architect at Cambridge. He is CEO of ICAX. ICAX deliver 
end to end heat pump solutions. He has been involved in award-winning research and 
development projects in building physics, thermal energy storage and energy-efficient 
buildings for 25 years. He is experienced in steering large scale, multi-team projects 
to successful outcomes, including the Innovate UK funded 5th generation Balance 
Energy Network (BEN) project at London South Bank University. Mark is currently 
leading a BEIS EEF project into the development of a new dual source heat pump, and 
a new multi vector residential solution. ICAX are delivering commercial and industrial 
solutions across the UK.

Chris Davis, UK Sales Manager, Hysopt
Chris is currently the UK Sales Manager for Hysopt (Hydronic System Optimisation). 
His experience in the heating sector spans more than 20 years, during which time 
he has worked in product and business development roles focused on low carbon 
heating solutions.  Having been closely involved with the heat pump sector since 2006, 
Chris fervently believes that electrification of heat and wide-scale adoption of heat 
pump technology is crucially important if we are to decarbonise our residential and 
commercial buildings; and is excited to see that (at last) heat pump technology and 
heat networks are being considered as complimentary solutions to our current climate 
crisis challenges.

Sandra Šlihte, Lead Engineer, Vattenfall Heat UK
Sandra Šlihte, Lead Engineer for Vattenfall Heat UK, is heading the UK’s district heating 
engineering team. Sandra has more than 10 years’ experience in district heating 
industry and has been involved in developing technical solutions in the UK and Europe. 
Vattenfall engineering team is providing technical solutions that would enable fossil 
free living within one generation. 

Caroline Bragg, Head of Policy, The Association for Decentralised Energy
Caroline leads the development of the Association’s policy and regulatory work 
– working closely with members and policymakers to promote the sustainable 
development of the decentralised energy sector in the UK. Caroline joined the ADE 
from RenewableUK where her work in the policy team included the Levy Control 
Framework and its support schemes, network charging and reform to balancing and 
capacity markets across low carbon technologies. She was also heavily involved in 
supporting technology-specific policy development with a particular focus upon 
emerging technologies including tidal and wave energy.
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