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Conference Details

Boldly going where no-one has gone before, innovators 
are breaking through into uncharted territory to extend 
the reach and potential of the UK’s smart system. We are 
extending from power into heat and transport, from 
national systems to local systems, and from traditional 
assets to new innovations. 

Breaking down those barriers is needed more than ever. 
The Committee on Climate Change’s recent report has set 
out the case for Government to increase its ambition and 
reach net zero by 2050. As the Government prepares to 
lay out its vision for the future of energy policy, it is clear 
that only a smart system can rise to the challenge. 

Held at Osborne Clarke’s London office, the Smart Energy 
Conference 2019 will provoke debate and give fresh 
insights into how far smart systems can go as we 
decarbonise, and how users and industry can profit from 
it. 

We will be hearing from speakers across the energy 
system including Guy Newey, Director at the Energy 
Systems Catapult and former Special Adviser to Greg 
Clark, and Mike Thompson, Head of Carbon Budgets at 
the Committee on Climate Change.

New frontiers of the smart system

THE ASSOCIATION FOR DECENTRALISED ENERGY AND OSBORNE CLARKE PROUDLY PRESENT:
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Agenda

1.30-2.00pm - Registration

2.00-2.05pm - Welcome and scene setting
 Simon Hobday, Partner, Osborne Clarke

2.05-2.15pm - Opening keynote
 Mike Thompson, Head of Carbon Budgets at the Committee on Climate Change -   
 The CCC’s Net Zero Carbon Report

2.15-3.15pm - The future of flexibility is now - Panel
Chair: Alex Gilbert, Senior Strategy Manager, Transport for London

 Joe McDonald, Limejump - The evolution of the Virtual Power Platform
 Rafiek Versmissen, DNV GL Energy Markets and Technology - Apples with apples?  
 Valuing flexibility at distribution against reinforcement
 Andy McKay, Evergreen Smart Power - Innovation in domestic DSR: Virtual Power  
 plants from domestic EV charging and electric heating

3.15-3.40pm - Refreshments and networking

3.40-4.40pm - Pushing back the frontiers - Panel
Chair: Simon Hobday, Partner, Osborne Clarke

 Alex Gilbert, TFL - Smart homes, smart cities: Integrating energy and transport
 Tanja Groth, SWECO - Integrating heat and power: the potential of thermal stores  
 for flexibility
 Nigel Cornwall, Cornwall Energy - Unlocking multiple energy services at a domestic  
 level

4.40-4.55pm - Closing keynote
 Guy Newey, Director of Strategy and Performance at the Energy Systems Catapult -  
 Energy as a Service and its potential for the smart transition

4.55-5.10pm - Moving to a user-led system and summing up 
 Caroline Bragg, Senior Policy Manager, the Association for Decentralised Energy

5.15-6.00pm - Drinks Reception

New frontiers of the smart system
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Simon Hobday, Partner, Osborne Clarke
Simon specialises in the commercial and regulatory energy sector. He 
advises energy companies, regulators, governments and commercial cus-
tomers on projects, with a focus on smart grids, power management and 
decentralised energy.  He advises established and new energy companies 
on strategy, structure and product development, including compliance 
with energy legislation and regulatory requirements.  He also advises on 
integrated low carbon energy solutions and energy efficiency and smart 
grid applications, district heating and CHP as well as innovative energy 
business models.  Simon was nominated Energy Lawyer of the Year 2019 
by the Legal 500.  Simon is also a Director of the ADE.

Mike Thompson, Head of Carbon Budgets, CCC
Mike Thompson is Head of Carbon Budgets at the UK’s Committee on Cli-
mate Change (CCC), the independent statutory adviser to the UK Govern-
ment on its climate targets and carbon policy, created under the Climate 
Change Act. Mike was one of the CCC’s first staff members in 2007 and 
leads the Committee’s work on mitigation – how fast the UK should cut 
emissions and how that can be done. Most recently he led the work for 
the Committee’s report on ‘Net Zero’, setting out how and why the UK 
should end its impact on global warming within 30 years.

Alex Gilbert, Senior Strategy Manager for 
Commercial Energy, Transport for London
I am curating, commercialising and delivering the energy projects that 
will assist in the transformation of TfL; London’s largest and most signifi-
cant energy user. This includes, but is by no means limited to: renewables; 
energy efficiency; transport electrification (including EV charge-points); 
storage; waste heat; low carbon infrastructure; sustainable property solu-
tions; and decentralised energy networks. I am working with TfL because 
it offers, in my humble opinion, the single greatest opportunity to make 
substantive social & environmental improvements within London. If you 
have a relevant solution for our Capital, please get in touch!

Joe McDonald, Vice-President for Sales, Limejump
Joe McDonald is Vice President of Sales at Limejump. With a background 
in Law, he has spent the last 6 years within the technology sector cover-
ing Sales, Strategy and Contract Negotiation. Joe has been responsible 
for structuring over 250MW of battery storage deals with customers in 
the UK (50% of the nation’s inventory) and has grown Limejump’s Virtual 
Power Platform capacity to 1GW of renewable energy sources, one of the 
largest in Europe. Most recently Joe has been originating some of the first 
Solar PV - Battery combined Power Purchase Agreements in the UK. In 
addition, Joe has been recognised as a Forbes 30 Under 30 2019 recipi-
ent amongst a number of industry specific, and broader business awards.

Rafiek Versmissen, Director, DNV GL 
Rafiek is a Director in DNV GL’s Energy Advisory practice. He leads the 
UK activities for the Energy Markets & Technology team, which connects 
technological developments with the development of energy markets, 
policy and regulation to provide expert advice to governments, regulato-
ry authorities and industry. He has been an international energy industry 
advisor since 2005, having previously worked at KPMG and NERA Eco-
nomic Consulting. 

In addition to his current role at DNV GL, Rafiek is an associated expert 
with the Universal Smart Energy Framework (USEF), a European initia-
tive providing a common market standard to accelerate the transition to 
a future smart energy system. Rafiek also currently chairs the Flexibility 
Working Group at Energy UK. 
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Andy McKay, Founder & CEO, Evergreen Smart Power
Andy is an experienced Smart Grid technologist and executive with 
board roles innovative energy businesses. He is an energy start-up en-
trepreneur and investor from a software background with over 20 years’ 
experience in the energy sector. He helped to create a smart metering 
manufacturing and meter data management business that was bought 
by General Electric. Andy has worked with smart grid start-ups, energy 
management solution providers, network operators and multi-national 
corporations. He’s also a former Group CIO of a pan European energy 
supply business with over 1M meters on supply and is a co-founder of 
Evergreen Smart Power.

Tanja Groth, Lead Economist Energy & Environment, 
Sweco UK
Tanja leads on the provision of socio-economic, financial and economic 
impact support across Sweco’s project portfolio.  With more than a dec-
ade of experience working on renewable energy and low carbon projects 
in the UK, Northern Europe and South-East Asia, she has an established 
track record in developing business models to enable delivery of innova-
tive technical solutions in challenging environments. Tanja has a reputa-
tion within industry for socio-economic expertise, developing new busi-
ness models, whole energy systems financing and in quality assurance of 
energy investment models.

Nigel Cornwall, CEO, Cornwall Insight
Since 2001 I have been running my own energy consultancy business and 
in 2005 I founded the energy market intelligence company that became 
Cornwall Insight. This is now a thriving business with annual turnover ap-
proaching £5mn, over 60 staff, more than 300 customers and an estab-
lished reputation for independent analysis and comment in the market 
place. In 2017 Cornwall Insight achieved a major milestone with invest-
ment from the British Growth Fund. Since then I stepped down from the 
role of Executive Chairman and am now a non-executive director. I also 
hold other non-executive positions in companies in the GB energy mar-
ket, including three flex-gen companies,  and am looking to take on new 
NED challenges. 

Guy Newey, Director of Strategy & Performance, 
Energy Systems Catapul
Guy Newey is Director of Strategy and Performance at the Energy Sys-
tems Catapult. He was previously Energy Adviser to the Secretary of 
State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Greg Clark, and Spe-
cial Adviser to former Energy Secretary Amber Rudd.  He has worked as 
Head of Policy at energy supplier, OVO Energy and Head of Environment 
and Energy at the think tank, Policy Exchange. 
Previous to that, he was a journalist with Agence France-Presse in Hong 
Kong and the Birmingham Mail. He has an MSc in Environmental Technol-
ogy from Imperial College, London.

Caroline Bragg, Senior Policy Manager, the ADE
Caroline leads the development of the Association’s power sector policy 
and regulatory work focusing on combined heat and power and de-
mand-side energy services – working closely with members and policy-
makers to promote the sustainable development of the decentralised en-
ergy sector in the UK. Caroline joined the ADE from RenewableUK where 
her work in the policy team included the Levy Control Framework and its 
support schemes, network charging and reform to balancing and capaci-
ty markets across low carbon technologies. She was also heavily involved 
in supporting technology-specific policy development with a particular 
focus upon emerging technologies including tidal and wave energy.
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