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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE RT HON ERIC PICKLES MP
12 March 2014
Dear Secretary of State,

Please don’t stop local government delivering lower-carbon homes!

Your Housing Standards Review contemplates either repealing or amending the
Planning & Energy Act 2008, which grants local government the power to set higher
standards for new build homes than your Department. This power is popularly known
as ‘the Merton Rule’. The signhatories to this letter urge you to champion, not
reverse, important local authority leadership on lower-carbon homes.

The Act was brought in by your colleague, Michael Fallon MP with your support and
with that of the Prime Minister. It has been an important factor in ensuring that new
homes are more energy efficient than they otherwise would be, and that cost-
effective small scale generation is included in new developments. In the London
Plan, for instance, new homes will soon be 40% more efficient than they otherwise
would be, resulting in substantial reductions in energy bills. Analysis by the STA
shows that the additional costs for housing developments can be very affordable —
from just £1,000 per house to include solar PV under a 10% Merton Rule.

It is essential to allow local Government to go beyond this year's modest
improvements to energy standards in order to develop the skills needed across the
construction industry to deliver Zero Carbon Homes in 2016, to which the
Government remains committed. These important local Government powers are
entirely in accord with the Government’s localism agenda — a policy that was
confirmed in the Coalition Agreement. Repealing or amending the Act will also send
adverse signals to the energy saving industry and have a negative effect on future
investment in low carbon British technology.

Our built environment is responsible for around a third of UK CO, emissions. We
urge you not to stop local authorities building the carbon impact, and energy
bill anxiety, out of UK homes.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew Warren, Director, Association for the Conservation of Energy
Kelly Butler, Marketing Director, BEAMA

Tim Rotheray, Director, Combined Heat & Power Association

Nina Skorupska, Chief Executive, Renewable Energy Association
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Dave Sowden Chief Executive, Sustainable Energy Association
Dave Timms, Acting Executive Director, 10:10
Adrian Hewitt, Accounts and Development Director, Energence
Naomi Luhde-Thompson, Planning and Policy Adviser, Friends of the Earth
Seb Berry, Head of Public Affairs, Solarcentury
Hugh Ellis, Head of Policy, TCPA
Nick Molho, Head of Climate & Energy Policy, WWF UK
Caroline Watson, Partner, Global Action Plan
Doug Parr, Chief Scientist and Policy Director, Greenpeace UK
Tessa Kepping, Corporate Partnerships Manager, Solar Aid
Steve Butters, Trustee, CPRE London
Richard Rushin, UK Sales Manager, Trina Solar
Justin Canning, UK Country Manager, Upsolar
Beryl Dai, International Sales Manager, Omnik New Energy
Stuart Elmes, CEO, Viridian Solar
Jonathan Bates, Director, Photon Energy
Richard Jenkins, Managing Director, Ecolution
Howard Johns, MD, Southern Solar Ltd
David Rae, CFO, Innasol
Mark Krull, Director, Logic Certification
lan Draisey, MD, BayWa r.e
Alban Thurston, Co-ordinator, Merton Power
Giles Frampton, Business Development Director, British Solar Renewables
Simon Gerrard, Senior Development Manager, Lightsource Renewable Energy
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Gabriel Wondrausch, MD, SunGift Energy

Mark Cutler, Head of Operations, Renewable Energy Consumer Code
Kevin Hard, CEO, Evoenergy

Paul Hutchens, Managing Director, Eco2 Solar Limited

Indi Sohal, CEO, Sunsolar Energy

Liz Sleeper, Marketing Manager, Rene Sola

David Lawrence, Marketing Manager, Enphase Energy

James Page, Head of Engineering, Joju Solar

Andy O’Leary, Business Development Manager, Sibert Solar
Claire Manning, Finance Director, Wind & Sun Ltd

David Owen, CEO, Solar Media

Peter Bennett, Editor, Solar Power Portal

Simon Nash, Company Director, Green Oil UK Ltd

Adrian Thomas, Director, A Thomas Plumbing and Heating Ltd
Jason Scarlett, Director, Scarlett Fireplaces

Paul Roche, Director, Grafton Merchanting GB

Jon Bennett, Director, Linstock

Steve Lyne, Director, Power For Good

James Fordham, Director, Solar Green Ltd

Jon Gunn & Mike Thomson, Joint Managing Directors, Tufeco Ltd
Robert Flynn, Managing Director, SolarBarn

Peter Rendall, Managing Director, Solar Kingdom Ltd

Matt Lee, Managing Director, So-Lar Smart Heating Systems Ltd

Steven Harris, Director, Steven Harris Ltd
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